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I.    Introduction and Procedures

II.   Test Results

Nature Safe can successfully be used as a management tool in controlling localized dry spots and 
fungal invasion.

TITLE:  Evaluation of Fungicides and Nature Safe for Control of Fairy Ring and Localized Dry Spots

TEST CONDUCTED BY:  Pace Turfgrass Research Institute, San Diego, California, Wendy Gelernter, 
                                     Ph.D. and Larry J. Stowell, Ph.D., CPAg

COOPERATOR:  Eric Lover, Dove Canyon Country Club

                                                Mean % Dry Spot DamageMean % Dry Spot DamageMean % Dry Spot Damage           Mean # Bovista PuffballsMean # Bovista PuffballsMean # Bovista Puffballs
                                                              (4 Dates)(4 Dates)(4 Dates)                                       (2 Dates)(2 Dates)(2 Dates)
Nature SafeNature SafeNature Safe                                                3.33.33.3                                                0.40.40.4
Nature Safe + CompeteNature Safe + CompeteNature Safe + Compete                             2.82.82.8                                                2.02.02.0
Control PlotControl PlotControl Plot                                                9.69.69.6                                                1.41.41.4

                                                
                                                              
                                                
                                                              

                                               
                            

                                               
                            

                                                                                                

           
                                      

           
                                      

                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                
                                                                                                

PERCENT DRY SPOT DAMAGEPERCENT DRY SPOT DAMAGE

DRY SPOT DAMAGEDRY SPOT DAMAGE

This study was conducted to evaluate the efficiency of fungicides, biological control products and 
Nature Safe when applied curatively for the management of fairy ring and localized dry spots. Plots 
measuring 5 ft. by 10 ft. were replicated when symptoms first appeared on 6/8. Evaluations were 
made every two weeks, from 6/8 through 9/9. Percent dry spot damage was calculated visually, 
while Agrocybe pediades and Agrocybe pediades and Agrocybe pediades Bovista plumbea were determined by counting actual mushrooms Bovista plumbea were determined by counting actual mushrooms Bovista plumbea
and smooth puffball shaped bodies.

Nature Safe resulted in high quality turf that significantly reduced dry spot symptoms as compared 
to the non-treated check. Nature Safe may mask the symptoms of fairy ring/LDS by promoting 
the growth of healthy turf. Alternatively, it is possible that Nature Safe stimulated the growth of 
beneficial microorganisms that helped reduce pathogenic microbe populations responsible for fairy 
ring/LDS symptoms.

III. Conclusion
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LDS Performance

Heritage + Primer
(Rate/1000:  0.4 oz + 6 oz)

ProStar + Primer
(Rate/1000:  6 oz)

Nature Safe
(Rate/1000:  1 lb N)

Nature Safe + 
PHC Compete
(Rate/1000:  1 lb N + 1.5 oz)

Non-Treated Control

Application Dates
(6/8, 7/8, 8/3)

Rates Listed Below:


